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Lesson 10: The Wisdom of God 
 

Part 1. The Wisdom of God Manifested by His Church 
 

Definition:  The wisdom of God is that attribute by which He arranges His purposes and 
His plans, and arranges the means which bring forth the results that He purposes; all for 
the sake of His infinite glory. 
 
Introduction:  This definition presupposes we believe that God knows all things 
(omniscient) and controls all things (sovereign).  These attributes will be covered in 
future lessons.  
 
We begin to understand God’s wisdom as we observe how He works all things for His 
glory while Jesus Christ is the personification of wisdom and ‘the head of all principality 
and power’, Col. 29,10. This topic will be covered in a future lesson.   
 

Col. 2:2,3; “… attaining to all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the     
knowledge of the mystery of God, both of the Father and of Christ, in whom are 
hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.” 

 
God’s wisdom is seen in His creation.  Also, covered in a future lesson. 

 
Prov. 3:19; “The Lord by wisdom founded the earth; by understanding He 
established the heavens; by His knowledge the depths were broken up, and clouds 
drop down the dew.” 

 
This Lesson: God’s manifold wisdom is exhibited to the principalities and powers 
(angels and demons) in the heavenly places by His church. 
 

Eph. 3:8-12; “To me (Paul), who am less than the least of all the saints, 
this grace was given, that I should preach among the Gentiles the 
unsearchable riches of Christ, and to make all see what is the fellowship 
of the mystery, which from the beginning of the ages has been hidden in 
God who created all things through Jesus Christ; to the intent that now 
the manifold wisdom of God might be made known by the church to the 
principalities and powers in the heavenly places, according to the eternal 
purpose which He accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we 
have boldness and access with confidence through faith in Him.” 

 
A. “Manifold”, many sided, variegated colors as when white light is broken up into 

various colors by a prism.  God’s wisdom can’t be found out; it has too many sides 
or variations of colors to be comprehended. 

 
Rom. 11:33-36; “Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and 
knowledge of God!  How unsearchable are His judgments and His ways past 
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finding out!  “For who has known the mind of the Lord? Or who has become 
His counselor?” “Or who has first given to Him and it shall be repaid to Him?”” 
 
Psa. 104:24; “Oh Lord, how manifold are Your works! In wisdom You have 
made them all.  The earth is full of Your possessions…” 
 

B. Principalities and powers in the heavenly places refer to both angels and demons.  
Angels and demons are created beings like us who are bound by time and space. 
 
1. Principalities and powers are finite beings created for God’s glory. 

 
Col. 1:16; “For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are 
on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities 
or powers.  All things were created through Him and for Him.” 
 
Some other passages pertaining to principalities and powers: 
 
Rom. 8:38; “For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor 
principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to come, nor height 
nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the 
love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
 
Eph. 6:12; “For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against 
principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, 
against the rulers of the darkness of wickedness in the heavenly places.” 
 

2. The passage states that even the principalities and powers in the heavenly 
places are being instructed through and as a result of his preaching, by the 
ingathering of the Church Universal in which the Ephesian Christians are a part. 

 
a) The angels are the brightest and the most glorious of beings that are 

constantly in the presence of God.  But what is happening in the Church is 
so glorious, that even the bright angelic beings who have spent their entire 
existence in the presence of God, are staggered and amazed at what they 
see in and through the Church. 

b) According to the Apostle Paul, these angelic beings who are immediately 
in the presence of God, are learning about the Church things that they 
never thought of or imagined.  It surpasses their knowledge. 

c) God’s glorious eternal purposes are being revealed “through the Church”; 
through us. 

d) This speaks of the Church’s dignity and greatness and glory in ways 
surpassing anything the apostle has ever said about her. 

 
C. Christianity and salvation in and through Christ is the supreme, highest, and greatest 

manifestation of the wisdom of God.  Paul is saying in this passage that in and 
through the Church the attribute of God’s wisdom is being revealed to the 
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principalities and powers in the heavenly places in a greater manner than ever 
before. 
 
1. The principalities and powers in the heavenly places already knew much about 

the wisdom of God.  They are aware of God’s wisdom because they have been 
for all eternity in the wonderful position of observing what God does and 
arranges. 

a) They observed His wondrous creation and His workings in nature.  The 
wisdom of God is seen in the things He has made and; for example, 
the orderly sequence every year of spring, summer, fall, and winter. 

b) They observed His wisdom in the working out of history and the affairs 
of humans, nations, and governments. 

c) They observed His reign as the Lord God of all; the always present ‘I 
AM’; and in His own time according to His Supreme and Holy will does 
various things. 
 

2. The principalities and powers in the heavenly places have been watching and 
observing the whole history of the Jews. 

a) God’s interest in the one man, Abram, who lived in a pagan country 
among pagan people, but would become the father of a glorious nation 
that God was creating for Himself. 

b) To their amazement God’s purpose was seen to have been furthered 
by Isaac, not Ishmael, and then Jacob and not Esau. 

c) They observed how the children of Israel would go down to Egypt and 
eventually become helpless slaves.  But God revealed His power by 
destroying Pharaoh and drowning his army in the Red Sea. 

d) Then the children of Israel were led into captivity in Babylon and 
delivered according to God’s perfect timing. 
 

3. The many sidedness and variegated character of God’s wisdom is in full bloom in 
its glory through the Gospel message preached to bring about His Church 
Universal.   

 
D. The Church is the medium through which this wisdom becomes manifest.  The 

Church is a kind of prism that is placed in the path of the light to break up the 
whiteness into variegated colors of the spectrum. 
 
1. Until the inauguration of the Church, the angels could only see the light as 

wisdom in general - without the amazing variety.   
 

2. Those that hold to the Dispensationalist doctrine should take note. 
a) Dispensationalists believe that Jesus Christ came to preach the gospel 

of the Kingdom to the Jews and it was because they rejected it that 
God introduced the Church as an afterthought. 

b) The Church, is far from being an afterthought, but rather is the 
brightest shining of the wisdom of God. 
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c) It is equally wrong to think of the Church as only temporary - that a 
time will come when she will be removed and the gospel of the 
kingdom will again be preached to the Jews. 
 

3. The Church is the final expression of the wisdom of God; the thing above all 
others that enables even the angels to comprehend the wisdom of God. 
 

E. God shows and manifests His variegated wisdom in and through the Church, in 
salvation. 
 
1. God’s wisdom in manifested in our salvation will be the theme of our praises for 

all eternity. 
 

2. Also, angels rejoice in and desire to look at Christian salvation and the Christian 
Church. 
 

1 Peter 1:12; “… through those who have preached the gospel to you by the Holy 
Spirit sent from heaven – things which angels desire to look into.” 
 
“A better translation says that the angels of God are ‘stooping down in order to 
look into it’.  That is the actual meaning of the word Peter used.  The angels in 
glory are looking down from heaven, are stooping down to look at you and me, to 
look at the Christian Church, this manifestation of the many-colored wisdom of 
God.  They have never seen anything like it, though they have spent their eternity 
in the presence of God.”  D. Martin Lloyd-Jones, The Unsearchable Riches of 
Christ, pp 86. 

 
3. Although nothing is difficult for God to accomplish, the problem of sin in the world 

is the greatest problem confronted by God to solve (speaking reverently).  It is 
here that we see the wisdom of God and the greatest manifestation of the 
wisdom of God. 
a) It was not difficult for God to create the light and the sun; all He said was, ‘Let 

there be light’ and ‘there was light’.  Also, the nations are like ‘a drop of a 
bucket’ and ‘the small dust of the balance’. 

b) Man in sin is the greatest problem.  The forgiveness of sin requires the 
wisdom of the Almighty there is none other that has a solution.  

c) The angels could see no way through the problem.  They saw the fall of 
Adam and Eve, but could offer no solution.  The forgiveness of sins and the 
salvation of even a single soul is a profound problem. 
 

4. God is not only love, but also just, and righteous and holy.  ‘God is the Father of 
lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning’, and He cannot 
deny Himself. 
a) He is the same from all eternity. 
b) He is perfection without even a shadow of contradiction. 
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5. To forgive sin, God must do so in a manner that not only manifests His love, but 
equally manifests His justice, His righteousness, His holiness, His truth, His 
eternal glory, and His unchangeableness.  His mercy must be compatible with 
His righteousness. 
 

6. The central glory of the gospel is that it is the revelation of how the eternal 
wisdom of God solved this problem of the holy and perfectly just God forgives 
sin.  We rob God (so to speak) of His glory if we imagine that forgiveness and 
salvation are simple and easy. 
a) The law did not go away nor was it voided, but rather He is establishing the 

law in Christ.   
b) The law must be carried out and yet there is forgiveness of sin which is 

transgression of the law.  The writer of psalm 85 had a glimpse. 
 
Ps. 85:10; “Mercy and truth have met together; righteousness and peace 
have kissed.” 
 

c) Amazingly, God sent His own Son into the world as God incarnate to redeem 
His elect.  Who would have thought of such a plan?  Not even the angels! 
i) The Second Person of the Holy Trinity, who was and is the substance 

of the eternal substance, the only begotten Son in the bosom of the 
Father, humbled Himself to be born as a babe in Bethlehem. 

ii) The Son lived among mankind, ‘made under the law’, while giving 
perfect obedience to it. 

iii) The Father did not send His Son to be born in a king’s palace, but 
rather a dirty stable.  If He had not come into poverty and lowliness, He 
could not have raised the lowest among men.  Lowly shepherds 
participated in this glorious event when they were visited by an angel. 
 
Luke 2:13,14; “… And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of 
the heavenly host praising God and saying: “Glory” to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace, goodwill toward men!” 
 

7. The Beloved Son of God dying on the cross must have been a perplexing sight to 
the principalities and powers in the heavenly places.  Since they are time and 
space bound, they did not know what was to be written later in the Scriptures. 
 
Eph. 1:7,8; “In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of 
sins, according to the riches of His grace which He made to abound toward us in 
all wisdom and understanding.” 
 
a) On the cross, our Lord was putting all the forces that were against Him to an 

open shame. 
 
Col. 2:15; “Having disarmed principalities and powers, He made a public 
spectacle of them, triumphing over them in it.” 
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b) On the cross, God was making His own Son to be our Sin-bearer although He 

kept the law perfectly.  He was punishing His Son in our place; so God 
remains just and righteous as sin is punished and the law fulfilled. 
 
2 Cor. 5:21; “For He made Him who know no sin to be sin for us, that we 
might become the righteousness of God in Him.” 
 
1 Cor. 1:18, 19; “For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are 
perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God, For it is 
written:  “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and bring to nothing the 
understanding of the prudent.”” 
 

c) God has provided a means of sanctification as well as justification.  The 
chains holding us bondage to Satan and our lusts are broken. 
 
1 Tim. 3:16; “And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness:  

 
God was manifested in the flesh, 
Justified in the Spirit, 
Seen by angels, 
Preached among the Gentiles,  
Believed on in the world, 
Received up in glory.” 

 
  We have been expounding the meaning of the phrase ‘seen by angels’. 
 

8. The Christian Church, of which we are members, is the most astonishing 
phenomenon the world has ever seen.  More astonishing than nature.  It is the 
greatest of God’s handiwork. 
a) God not only reconciled His own attributes, but has also brought the saved 

Jew and Gentile together in His Church as fellow-members of one body.   
b) Both the elect Jews and the elect Gentiles have been made to see that they 

are sinners, that there is ‘none righteous, no not one’.  They must have Christ. 
 
1 Cor. 1:22-24; “For Jews request a sign, and Greeks seek after wisdom; but 
we preach Christ crucified, to the Jews a stumbling block and to the Greeks 
foolishness, but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the 
power of God and the wisdom of God.” 
 

9. Are you manifesting the wisdom of God as a repentant sinner saved by God’s 
grace?  Are you a member of His Church made up of redeemed sinners?  Are 
the angels rejoicing over you? 
 
Luke 15:10; “Likewise, I say to you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of 
God over one sinner who repents.” 


