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Lesson 5: The Sufficiency of Scripture:   
 
A) Definition of the Sufficiency of Scripture: 

 
The sufficiency of Scripture means that Scripture contains all the words of God 
He intends His people to have at each stage of redemptive history, and that it now 
contains everything we need God to tell us for salvation, for trusting Him 
perfectly, and for obeying Him perfectly. 
 

1) Salvation (2Ti 3:14-17, James 1:18, 1Pe 1:23) 

a) The Scriptures are sufficient in the sense that they are the only (“once for all”, 
Heb. 1:1-2) inspired and (therefore) inerrant words of God that we need, in 
order to know the way of salvation (“make you wise unto salvation”) and the 
way of obedience (“equipped for every good work”).  

2) Living the Christian Life  
a) “…contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all delivered to the 

saints.” (Jude 1:3). The Scriptures are sufficient to establish the Church in the 
Christian faith in its practice and profession. 

 
3) Healing of the soul and spiritual counseling, Psa 19:7-9 

 

a) Restoring the soul…Scripture is sufficient for every situation and thereby 
counters the teaching of those who believe that God’s Word must be 
supplemented with truth gleaned from modern psychology or other sources. 

b) Making wise the simple… A wise person is skilled in the art of godly living.  
The wise person submits to Scripture and knows how to apply it to his/her 
circumstances.  The mind becomes skilled in the issues of life. 

c) Rejoicing the heart… The truths of Scripture are the true path through the 
difficult maze of life.  God’s Word not only provides the light to our path (Psa 
119:105), but also sets the route before us giving us a wonderful confidence. 

 
B) We can find all that God has said on particular topics and answers to our questions. 

 
1) The sufficiency of Scripture enables us to focus our search for God’s words to us 

on the Bible alone. [the Reformation doctrine of sola Scriptura, “the Scripture 
alone”] 
 

2) It is possible to collect all the passages that directly relate to doctrinal issues (for 
example, the atonement, the person of Christ, the work of the Holy Spirit) or to 
ethical issues (raising children, marriage/divorce, truthfulness/ lying, the Christian 
and civil government, etc.). 

 
3) We differ with the Roman Catholics theologians who say that we have not found 

all that God says to us about any particular subject until we have also listened to 
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the official teaching of the Roman Catholic Church throughout its history.  We 
know that never in church history has God added to the teachings or commands 
of Scripture. 

 
4) We also differ with non-evangelical (liberal) theologians who are not convinced 

that the Bible is God’s Word in any authoritative sense.  The non-evangelical 
theologians search not only the Bible but also many other early Christian writings 
in an attempt to find not so much what God said to mankind but rather what 
many early Christians experienced in their relationship with God.  Our search for 
answers to theological and ethical questions is not a search to find what various 
believers have thought in the history of the church, but is a quest to find and 
understand what God himself says to us in his own words, which are found in 
Scripture and only in Scripture. 
 

C) The amount of Scripture given was sufficient at each stage of redemptive history. 
 

1) God has not spoken to mankind any more words which he requires us to believe 
or obey other than those which we have now in the Bible. 

 
a) The doctrine of sufficiency implies that man cannot add on his own initiative 

any words to those that God has already spoken. 
b) After the assembling of the books of the New Testament canon, no further 

central redemptive acts of God in history have occurred: thus no further 
words of God have been given to record and interpret those acts for us. (Deu 
4:2, Deu 12:32, Pro 30:5-6, Rev 22:18-19) 

  
D) Practical applications of the sufficiency of Scripture.  At its heart, this doctrine 
represents the fact that God alone is the Lord who has ultimate authority. 

 
1) Encourages us as we try to discover what God would have us to think (about a 

particular doctrinal issue) or to do (in a particular situation). Everything God has 
to tell us about that question is found in Scripture. 

 
a) The Bible does not answer all the questions we might think up (for example, 

order of worship), but it does give us valid principles to govern our life and 
worship, i.e., the Regulative Principle of Worship. 

b) We have frequent practice in searching the Scripture for guidance and 
increasing ability to find accurate, carefully formulated answers to our 
problems and questions. 

c) The sufficiency of Scripture does not mean that the Scripture is all we need 
to live in this world. To be a scientist we need to read science and study 
nature. To be an economist we need to read economics and observe the 
world of business. To be an athlete we need to know the rules of the game.  
To be a pilot we need to know how to fly a plane. The Bible does not tell us 
all we need to know in order to be stewards of this world, but the Bible does 
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tell us all we need to know regarding how to interpret and live for God’s 
glory in this world. 

d) In the Bible God has given us, we have the perfect standard for judging all 
other knowledge. All other knowledge stands under the judgment of the 
Bible even when it serves the Bible. For example, the English language 
serves the Bible by making it accessible to readers of English. But even as 
English does this, it stands under the Bible and is governed by the Bible. So 
the English word “yes” cannot translate the Greek word for “no.” The Bible is 
sufficient to prevent that misuse of English. 

e) The Bible is served by our extra-biblical knowledge in many ways. For 
example, the word “ant” occurs twice in the Bible (Proverbs 6:6; 30:25) 
although it is never defined. The Bible expects us to know what an ant is 
from our experience. But if we say that the lesson of the ant is that we 
should all be lazy, the Bible is sufficient to prevent that error. 

f) The Bible is served by non-biblical language by ruling out some meanings 
and including others. The word “trinity” and the phrase “one substance with 
the Father” are extra-biblical terms. But they contain essential biblical truth. 
To affirm with extra-biblical language that God is “one essence in three 
persons” (=trinity) and that the Son is “one substance with the Father” is 
more biblical than to use biblical language to call Christ God’s creature. The 
sufficiency of Scripture does not dictate the language we use to interpret the 
Bible; rather it governs the meaning of the language we use. For that it is 
wholly sufficient.  

2) Reminds us that we are to add nothing to Scripture and consider no other 
writings of equal value to Scripture (for example, Book of Mormon). 
 

3) God does not require us to believe anything about him or his redemptive work 
not found in Scripture (for example, collections of alleged sayings of Jesus, 
“lost” gospels). 

 
4) No supposedly modern revelations from God are to be placed on a level equal 

to Scripture in authority.  We must be content with what God has given us. 
 

5) Nothing is sin that is not forbidden by Scripture either explicitly or by implication. 
“Blessed are those whose way is blameless, who walk in the law of the 
Lord.”(Psa 119:1) 

 
6) Nothing is required of us by God that is not commanded in Scripture either 

explicitly or by implication. (Psa 119:44-45, Psa 119:165) 
 

7) In our doctrinal and ethical teaching we should emphasize what Scripture 
emphasizes and be content with what God has told us in Scripture (for example, 
not making obscure portions of Scripture into major teachings). (Deu 29:29) 

 

E)  Application of this doctrine to our personal lives. 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Proverbs%206.6
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Proverbs%2030.25
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1) Embracing the doctrine of the sufficiency of Scripture alters our attitudes in a 

positive manner. 
a)  We have profound gratitude to God for His rich supply to His children of 

“everything we need for life and godliness”. 
b) This doctrine of sufficiency of Scripture inspires confidence in the Word of 

God as the complete, perfect, and all-embracing revelation from God that will 
never need amendment, correction, or supplementation. 

c) The sufficiency of Scripture generates humility regarding our own opinions 
and spawns a healthy self-suspicion regarding our tendency towards 
autonomous opinions and reason.  We realize more fully our need for godly 
pastors, teachers, and church members to help us understand and apply the 
scriptures to our daily lives and worship. 

d) It produces admiration and appreciation for the larger body of Christ in other 
times and places that has produced creeds, confessions, catechisms, and 
commentaries for our greater understanding and benefit (always bringing 
these writings under the authority of the Word of God). 
 

2) The doctrine makes a difference in our relationships. 
a)  The fear of authoritarian rule is removed as we understand that both the 

individual believers and the church leaders are subordinate to the sole 
infallible authority of God’s Word interpreted within the hermeneutical context 
of the universal church. 

b) There is a proper respect for God-ordained church authority and teaching 
which Christ has gifted to His church as an aid and blessing for understanding 
and implementing His truth. 

c) God has designed a participatory church requiring each church member to 
contribute to the encouragement and edification of the brethren as each 
Christian “contends earnestly for the faith once delivered to the saints” (Jude 
3).  Theological controversy strengthens and sanctifies the church if done in a 
respectful manner with humility and grace. 

d) There is a transformation in our trust.  Our conviction and confidence is no 
longer in psychology, social theory and culture, corporate business models, or 
modern marketing techniques, but rather in the fully sufficient Word of God. 
Our personal, family, and church life is governed by the Word of God with its 
comprehensive principles, precepts, and practices.  We have the Word of 
God as our safe and sure guide.  We won’t live our lives as a practical 
humanist believing that there is moral neutrality in the universe. 
 

3) The doctrine changes our source for truth and develops a love for the Scripture 
and its teaching and preaching. 
a) We know the Word of God is an incredible life-changing resource that God 

has mercifully put in our hands. 
b) We desire to hear the Word preached and taught as we endeavor to grow in 

grace.  To know the scriptures more fully and deeply causes us to know God 
more fully and deeply as we “… grow in the grace and in the knowledge of 
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our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory both now and to the 
day of eternity. Amen.” (2 Peter 3:18) 

 
E) The sufficiency of Scripture means that Scripture is the final word until Christ returns 

in glory. “An evil and adulterous generation continually looks for a new miraculous 
sign.” (Matt 12:39) 

 
1) Continuing revelation in the form of subjective feelings and thoughts as well 

as so called modern prophecy does much harm to the Christian believer and 
evangelical churches because it… 

 
a) Minimizes the role of scripturally defined prophecy known in the New 

Testament under the new covenant as the preaching of God’s word. 
b) Undermines the role of Scripture as vital in the life of the individual and the 

church as both seek constantly for a fresh word coming directly by 
revelation from the Lord to address the specific situation of the moment. 

c) Destroys the freedom of the Christian.   
 

i) To the degree the ‘prophetic utterance’ addresses the concrete 
circumstances of an individual, to that degree the individual has lost 
the right to decide the course of life for himself in the light of his own 
conscience as instructed by the word of God. 

ii) Responsible decision making is replaced by an effort to determine 
which part of the supposed word from the Lord was to him the very 
word of God and which part had been polluted by the sinful flesh of the 
prophetic messenger (himself if it is a subjective feeling or thought).  

 
d) Stifles the church’s healthy growth in Christ. 
 

i) Paul had to deal with the immaturity of the Corinthian Christians as 
they concentrated on the gifts rather than the superiority of graces over 
gifts. 

ii) Paul encourages the church in Corinth to grow in the gift of prophecy in 
the form of preaching and teaching as they put on the superior gift of 
love while putting off childish things such as seeking to speak in 
tongues. 

 
2) The finality of revelation as it is found in Christ and the completed Scripture 

has positive aspects as the church affirms that the work of redemption has 
reached its goal as far as this age is concerned by the coming of Christ. 

 
a) There is an appreciation of the wonders of God’s working in everyday 

providences as they are perceived more clearly. 
b) More attention is placed on the wondrous working of God in 

regeneration.  The supposedly miraculous healing of a body doesn’t 
compare with the wonder of the new birth.  A supposed word of new 
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revelation to an individual doesn’t compare with the opening of the 
ears of the spiritually deaf so they actually hear and heed the life-giving 
words of the preached word. 

c) Greater attention is directed toward a full comprehension of the words 
of the Bible by the use of the ordinary means of grace rather looking 
for the spectacular communications that may come through 
supposedly new prophetic revelations as the source of truth to solve 
life’s difficult problems.  The people of God will pay much closer 
attention to the private reading and public preaching of the word of 
God. 

d) The people of God will come to appreciate more fully the ordinances of 
baptism and the Lord’s supper as visible signs ordained by Christ used 
as reminders of God’s love for them in Christ. 

e) Maturity among the saints in the church will be realized more quickly 
when it is understood that with Christ comes a new freedom to be 
energetically creative in serving the Lord.  The Christian does not have 
to wait on some supposed word from the Lord to before he attempts 
great things in service to the Lord.  Instead, the promises of Scripture 
are sufficient. 

 
F) Christ believed in the sufficiency of Scripture. 
 

1) Christ uses the sufficiency of Scripture to move His saints to serve Him with 
devoted enthusiasm. 
 

a) The people of God believe His word that He is in their midst as they gather 
to worship. 

b) The resurrected Christ stirred the hearts of His depressed disciples by 
opening to them the Scriptures.  “Beginning with Moses and all the 
prophets, He explained to them what was said in all the scriptures 
concerning himself” (Luke 24:27). 

 
i) Why, because the Scriptures would be the way by which spiritual 

life would be sustained for them from that point on. 
ii) As a consequence of His opening up the Scriptures, their hearts 

burned within them (Luke 24:32).  The same is true today as His 
Spirit opens the Scriptures to His people. 

iii) Much more effective than supposed new revelations is the living out 
the sufficiency of the final word as it is found in the Christ of the 
Scriptures. 
 

2) Having both the illumination of Scripture coupled with new revelations of the 
Spirit implies the insufficiency of one of them.  Christ is the final Word and the 
Spirit validates, reminds, and instructs us in the final Word of God. “How sweet 
are Thy words to my taste! Yea, sweeter than honey to my mouth!” (Ps. 119:103) 


