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Lesson 6: The Doctrine of God: The Existence of God  
 
How do we know that God exists? 
 
The existence of God is the foundation of true religion.  If we do not have a right 
understanding of the existence of God we do not have worship, service, or love to Him.  
Eternity is essential to the understanding of God and without the notion of eternity our 
worship and religion is in vain. 
 
A) Humanity’s Inner Sense of God. 

 
We know that God exists in two ways: 1) all people have an inner sense of God, and 
2) we believe that the evidence that is found in Scripture and in nature. 
 
1) Sinful unbelievers actively or willfully reject some truth about God’s existence that 

they knew. (Rom 1:19, Rom 1:25) All persons have a deep, inner sense that God 
exists, they are his creatures, and he is their creator (Rom 1:18-25). 
 
a) God has proved His existence but it is willfully rejected.  Verse 19, 

“…because what may be known of God is manifest in them, for God has 
shown it to them.” 

b) The truth is actively rejected.  Verse 25, “…who exchanged “the truth of 
God for the lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than the 
Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen.” 

 
2) Sin leads people to think irrationally and to deny God’s existence, and someone 

thinking irrationally or who has been deceived will say, “There is no God.” (Psa 
14:1, Psa 53:1) 

 
a) Psa 14:1, “The fool has said in his heart, “There is no God.” The Biblical 

description of the atheist or agnostic is that he is a fool. The fool, is a term in 
scripture signifying a wicked man.  A fool is one that has lost his wisdom and 
correct understanding of God and of divine things communicated to man by 
creation.  A fool is dead in sin; while not losing his rational mind and reason, 
however he abuses his mind and reason and uses it for sinful purposes.  His 
thoughts and intentions of his heart are only evil continually. (Gen 6) 

b) Said in his heart, “There is no God.”  This means his soul is corrupt since the 
heart symbolically is where the soul of man resides.  The words of our heart 
are words to God and not to man.  Sarah laughed within herself when she 
heard from the Lord that she would bear a child in her old age.  While no 
human heard it, the Lord heard it. (Gen 18:12-15)  God is the one who knows 
the heart and thoughts of man from afar.  The ultimate fool, therefore, is 
someone who tells God (by saying in his heart) that God doesn’t exist. 

 
3) There are practical atheists and theoretical atheists. 
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a) Practical atheists are those described in Psalm 10:4 which declares of the 
wicked, “God is in none of his thoughts.”  These people may be so-called 
decent individuals in the eyes of the world, but are indifferent to spiritual 
things. Such people are often conscious that they are not right with God, 
dread to think of meeting Him, and try to forget about Him.  They take a 
delight in their atheism when there is smooth sailing, but get down on their 
knees for prayer when their life and wellbeing is suddenly in danger. 

b) Theoretical atheists are more intellectual and attempt to justify the assertion 
that there is no God by rational argumentation.  Agnostics fit in this category 
but with resentment.  “Agnostic; a person who holds the view that any 
ultimate reality (as God) is unknown and probably unknowable; broadly, one 
who is not committed to believing in either the existence or the nonexistence 
of God.” Merriam-Webster Dictionary.  Although agnostics allow for the 
possibility of God’s existence, their denial of God leaves them without an 
object of worship and adoration other than a materialist idol such as wealth. 

c) To the modern humanist, “God” means “the spirit of humanity,” or “the sense 
of wholeness”.  Replacing the true God of Scripture with a God of their 
imagination. 

4) In the life of a Christian this inner awareness of God becomes stronger and more 
distinct. (Rom 8:15, Eph 3:14-19, John 14:23, 1Peter 1:8) 

  
B) Believing the Evidence in Scripture and Nature. 
 

1) The Bible everywhere assumes that God exists and is the Upholder of all His 
creatures and as the Ruler of the destinies of individuals and nations. (Gen 1:1) 
“And He has made from one blood every nation of men to dwell on all the face of 
the earth, and has determined their pre-appointed times and boundaries of their 
dwellings.” (Acts 17:26) 
 

2) The atheists are the greatest of fools in nature, for they see there is a world that 
could not make itself and yet they will not own there is a God that made it. 
 

3) Every created thing gives evidence of God’s existence. (Rom 1:20, Act 14:14-17, 
Ps. 19:1-2)  The beauty of a snowflake, the majestic power of a thunderstorm, 
the skill of a honeybee, the refreshing taste of cold water, the incredible abilities 
of the human hand—all these and thousands of other aspects of creation simply 
could not have come into existence apart from an all-powerful and all-wise 
creator. Everything in Scripture and everything in nature proves clearly that God 
exists! 

 
4) Man, in the image of God, most abundantly shows the existence of God. (Gen 

1:27)   
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B) Traditional “Proofs” for the Existence of God. 
 

1)  The cosmological argument: every known thing in the universe has a cause. 
Therefore, the universe itself must have a cause, and the cause of such a great 
universe can only be God. 
 

2) The teleological argument: (Grk. telos: end or goal) since the universe appears 
to be designed with a purpose, there must be an intelligent or purposeful God 
who created it to function this way. 
 

3) The ontological argument: assumes the idea of God, defined as a being “greater 
than which nothing can be imagined,” arguing that the characteristics of 
existence must belong to such a being, since it is greater to exist than not to 
exist. It is an argument of the existence of God based upon the meaning of the 
term God. 

 
4) The moral argument: man has a sense of right and wrong and of the need for 

justice to be done. Argues that there must be a God who is the source of right 
and wrong and who will someday mete out justice to all people. 

 
5) All of these proofs are “valid”: the correctly evaluate the evidence and they 

reason to a correct conclusion.  However, they cannot compel belief or 
agreement from people who begin with false assumptions, or who reason 
incorrectly.  “While Reformed theology regards the existence of God as n 
entirely reasonable assumption, it does not claim the ability to demonstrate this 
by rational argumentation.” Louis Berkof, Systematic Theology, p 21. 

 
6) The value of these proofs lies chiefly in overcoming some of the intellectual 

objections of unbelievers. 
  
C) Only God can overcome our sin and enable us to be persuaded of His existence.  

 
1) The Christian accepts the truth of the existence of God by faith that the Holy 

Spirit gives. (2 Cor 4:3-4) 
 

2) Not a blind faith but rather a faith based on evidence as found primarily in the 
Scripture as the inspired Word of God, and secondarily in God’s revelation in 
nature. ”But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God 
must believe that He is, and that He is a re-warder of those who diligently seek 
Him.” (Heb 11:6) 
a) This revelation of God is the basis of our faith in the existence of God, and 

makes this an entirely reasonable faith. 
b) It is only by faith that we accept the revelation fo God, and that we obtain a 

real insight into its contents.  “If any man will do His will, he shall know of the 
doctrine, whether it be of God, or whether I speak of myself,” (John 7:17) 
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c) The unbeliever has no real understanding of the Word of God.  “Where is the 
wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the disputer of this age?  Hath not God 
made foolish the wisdom of the world?  For, seeing that in the wisdom of God 
the world through its wisdom knew not God, it was God’s good pleasure 
through the foolishness of the preaching to save them that believe,” (1 Cor 
1:20:21) 

 
The Knowability of God 
 
Can we really know God? How much of God can we know? 
 
A) The Necessity for God to Reveal Himself to Us. 

 
1) Even general revelation depends on God’s choice to reveal himself through the 

created order. (Rom. 1:19) 
 

2) If we are to know God personally in salvation, it is clearly necessary for God to 
reveal himself to us. (Matt. 11:27; 1 Cor. 1:21; John 1:18) 

 
a) All human beings have a tendency to misinterpret the revelation about God 

found in nature. (Rom. 1:18, 21, 25) 
 

3) We need the Bible to properly understand any revelation from God or about him 
(in nature, history, and our consciences). 
 

4) We need the Holy Spirit to teach us.  “Now we have received, not the spirit of 
the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might know the things that 
have been freely given to us by God.  These things we also speak, not in words 
which man’s wisdom teaches but which the Holy Spirit teaches, comparing 
spiritual things with spiritual. But the natural man does not receive the things of 
the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; nor can he know them, 
because they are spiritually discerned.”  (1 Cor 2:12-14) 
 

B) We can never fully understand God. 
 
1) Because God is infinite and we are finite, we must affirm the incomprehensibility 

of God or that God can never be fully understood. (Ps 145:3, 147:5; 1 Cor. 2:10-
12; Rom. 11:33; Isa. 55:9; Job 26:14) 
 

2) God’s incomprehensibility means that we can never, in this life or the next, have 
an exhaustive knowledge of God. This is good! We should continue to learn more 
about God and enjoy doing this – forever! (Col. 1:10) 
 

C) Yet we can know God truly. 
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1) Although we cannot know God exhaustively, we can know God truly because all   
that Scripture tells us about God is true. (1 John 1:5, 4:8; John 4:24; Rom. 3:26) 
 

2) Moreover, we know God himself, not just facts about him. (Jer. 9:23-24; John 
17:3; Heb. 8:11; 1 John 2:13, 5:20) 

 


