
1 
 

Lesson 9: The Eternity of God 

 

El ‘Olam (“Everlasting God”).  Genesis 21:33, “Then Abraham planted a tamarisk 

tree in Be-er-she’ba, and there called on the name of the LORD, the Everlasting 

God.” 

 

Psalm 90:1, 2; “A Prayer of Moses the man of God.  LORD, You have been our 

dwelling place in all generations.  Before the mountains were brought forth, Or 

ever You had formed the earth and the world, even from everlasting to 

everlasting, You are God.” 

 

Definition:  His eternity is that perfection of God whereby He is elevated above all 

temporal limits and all succession of moments, and possesses the whole of His 

existence in one indivisible present. 

 

A. If God had a beginning, it follows that He might have an end, and so all of our 

happiness, hope, and being would expire with Him.  But scripture tells us that 

He doesn’t have a beginning.  Ps. 93:2; “Your throne is established from of 

old; You are from everlasting.” 

 

B. The relation of eternity to time constitutes one of the most difficult problems in 

philosophy and theology, most likely incapable of solution in our present un-

glorified condition. 

 

C. God’s eternity is the infinity of God in relation to time.  God is His own 

eternity.  He did not get it from any external source, but rather eternity is His 

own nature and essence. 

 

D. The Bible represents God’s eternity as the duration of time through endless 

ages.  Eph. 3:21; “… to Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus to all 

generations forever and ever. Amen.” 

 

1) The Bible is speaking of eternity in symbolic terms that we can 

understand. 

2) Eternity is that reality that transcends time and differs from it in its 

essential form.  Other words, eternity is ascribed to that which transcends 

all temporal limitations.  Therefore, God as the creator of time transcends 

through the limitations of time.  

2 Pet. 3:8; “But, beloved, do not forget this one thing, that with the Lord 

one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.” 
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3) Man is not like God in this attribute.  1 Pet. 1:23, 24; “… having been born 

again, not of corruptible seed but incorruptible, through the word of God 

which lives and abides forever, because “All flesh is as grass, And all the 

glory of man as the flower of the grass.  The grass withers, And its flower 

falls away, But the word of the LORD endures forever.”  There is a time in 

which a person must be born again and there is a time when the glory of 

man falls away, but the word of the LORD is forever. 

 

E. Time is determined and measured in a world of objects existing in 

succession.   

Eccl. 3:1, 2ff; “To everything there is a season, A time for every purpose 

under heaven:  A time to be born, And a time to die; A time to plant, And a 

time to pluck what is planted;…” 

 

God is pleased to act in time according to His infinite wisdom and 

independent will. 

Gal. 4:4, 5; “But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His 

Son, born of a woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under 

the law, that we might receive the adoption as sons.” 

 

F. God fills time and… unlike us, is in every part of it, but His eternity is not 

defined as being in time as we are.  God’s eternity is defined as that to which 

time forms a contrast.  There never was a time in which God wasn’t.  In the 

beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.  The triune God was 

before the beginning… when time was created. 

 

1) God is an immaterial spirit and before God made the universe, there was 

no matter, but He created all things although He was not influenced by 

time. 

a) The study of physics tells us that matter and time and space must all 

occur together. 

b) If there is no matter, there can be no space or time either. 

c) Before God created the universe there was no “time” in the sense of a 

succession of moments one after another.  When God created the 

universe He also created time.  When time began, there began to a 

succession of moments and events one after the other, i.e., and there 

was the first day… etc. 

2) Time doesn’t have an existence in itself, but, like the rest of creation, 

depends on God’s eternal being and power to keep it existing.  If God 

were to withdraw His power from preserving His creation, His creation 
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would perish, but God is immovably fixed in His own being; that as none 

gave Him His life, so none can deprive Him of His life or even the least 

little particle of it. 

 

G. To be before time is never to have a beginning or an end, but God uses 

words in Scripture that are condescending words that we may understand His 

eternity and have a sense of eternity as described by “forever”. 

1) Relative to mankind who is bound by time and space, God is the 

beginning and the end of time. 

Rev. 8:8; “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End,” 

says the Lord, “who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty.” 

And again in Rev. 22:13; “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning 

and the End, the First and the Last.” 

2) God’s people will experience fullness of joy in God’s presence for all 

eternity – not in the sense we will no longer experience time, but in the 

sense that our lives with Him will go on forever. 

Rev. 22:5; “There shall be no night there: They need no lamp nor light of 

the sun, for the Lord God gives them light.  And they shall reign forever 

and ever.” 

 

H. Since God is eternal in His essence and nature He: 1) has life in Himself, 2) is 

immutable, 3) has infinite perfection in His being, 4) is omnipotent, 5) is the 

first cause of all things, 6) is omnipresent. 

 

I. Practical use of this doctrine: 

1) Since God is of eternal duration, then “Christ is God”.  Col. 1:15-17; “He is 

the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation, For by Him 

all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible 

and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers.  All 

things were created through Him and for Him. And He is before all things, 

and in Him all things consist.”  Heb. 7:3; Melchizedek is a type of the 

excellency of Christ. “without father, without mother, without genealogy, 

having neither beginning of days nor end of life, but made like the Son of 

God, remains a priest continually.” 

2) The fact that God always existed before there was any time tells us that 

God’s own being doesn’t have a succession of moments or any progress 

from one state of existence to another.  To God himself, all of His 

existence is always “present”.   

a) Since God is without succession or change.  New objects or changes 

in the world are not new objects or changes in the Divine mind.   
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b) Since God’s being doesn’t depend upon succession or the revolutions 

of time, so neither does His knowledge.  God considers all things in His 

eternity in one knowledge as if they were now acted before Him.  Acts 

15:18; “Known to God from eternity are all His works.”  God’s 

knowledge is co-eternal with Him.  If He knows that in time which He 

did not know from eternity, He would not be eternally perfect, since 

knowledge is the perfection of an intelligent nature. 

3) Eternity sets God above our doubts and questions.  Like infants who are a 

day old are not able to understand the acts of wise adults, we cannot 

presume to understand the notions of the eternal God by our limited and 

time bound intellects.  The counsels of a boundless Being cannot be 

comprehended by our finite and sin corrupted brains.  Read Job 38 in your 

copies of the Scriptures. 

4) Sin is bold and foolish since it offends an eternal God.  If we have 

thoughts that are unworthy of God and have acts that are unworthy 

towards Him, we are in essence trying to destroy two perfections of God, 

His immutability and His eternity.  He that would put an end to God’s glory 

by darkening it would put an end to God’s life by destroying it.  How 

foolish, then, is every sin that tends to destroy a being that cannot be 

destroyed. 

5) The thought of being under the holy and just wrath of an eternal God is 

indeed a very dreadful thought. God’s attribute of eternity is not a 

communicable attribute.  Man, created in God’s image has a beginning but 

also has a soul that will never die.  This soul will either be with God in 

heaven for all eternity or will be suffering God’s infinitely holy and just 

wrath for all eternity.   

John 5:28-29; “Do not marvel at this; for the hour is coming in which all 

who are in the graves will hear His voice and come forth – those who have 

done good, to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil, to the 

resurrection of condemnation.” 

God’s power makes the punishment of sinners unbearable, but His 

eternity makes the punishment perpetual, to be endured forever. We can 

read in Revelations that there are successive events in heaven and hell.  

In heaven there are a multitude of worshipful events, while in hell there is 

a fire that needs to be quenched, but will never be quenched and a worm 

that needs to die, but will never die. 

6) The understanding of God’s eternity brings comfort.  We have comfort in 

God’s attributes of power, goodness, mercy, wisdom, and faithfulness, but 

we especially enjoy comfort knowing that all of these attributes are for all 
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eternity.  The comfort that is found in the promise of the resurrection of 

bodies is founded upon God’s immortal and eternal being. 

a) God is eternal so His covenant promise is eternal.   

Heb. 6:13-20; Read.   

Immutability and eternity go hand in hand together.  You can’t have 

one without the other and each, by necessity, must be infinite in their 

perfections. 

b) God, who was before time began, and, therefore is eternal, is the One 

in whom we have the hope of eternal life. 

Titus 1:2’ “in hope of eternal life which God, who cannot lie, promised 

before time began,”  

c) Since God transcends through time, His gospel is termed an 

“everlasting gospel” that will never change nor end. 

Rev. 14:6; “then I saw another angel flying in the midst of heaven, 

having the everlasting gospel to preach to those who dwell on the 

earth – to every nation, tribe, tongue, and people –“ 

7) This God is our God forever and ever even to and through our death. 

Ps. 48:14; “For this is God, Our God forever and ever; He will be our guide 

even to death.”  

a) Consider how much joy our soul will be filled with in the enjoyment of 

the Creator whose years never fail, who lives forever to be enjoyed, 

and can keep us alive forever to enjoy Him.  Happiness cannot end as 

long as God lives.  Question: What is the chief end of man?  Answer: 

To know God and to enjoy Him forever. 

b) Death has been decreed to come upon all mankind, but our eternal 

Creator will keep us in glorious immortality.  Our souls will be 

immediately with Him and later our glorious resurrected bodies after 

which they both will remain forever in eternity.  

2 Cor. 5:1; “For we know that if our earthly house, this tent, is 

destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made with 

hands, eternal in the heavens.” 

c) It is impossible for the believer to perish who is united to the immortal 

God who is from everlasting to everlasting.  It is not possible that those 

who partake of His spiritual life, should not also partake of His eternal 

life.  God not only has immortality in Himself, but has immortality to 

give out to others.   

2 Cor. 5:4; “… that mortality may be swallowed up by life.” 

Death is one of God’s conquered enemies. 
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8) It is from the consideration of the endless years of God, that the church 

comforts herself in tribulation and distress.  The enemies of the church are 

not to be feared since they will perish.  

Ps. 52:27, 28; “But You are the same, And Your years will have no 

end.  The children of Your servants will continue, And their 

descendants will be established before You.” 

9) The enjoyment of God will be as fresh and glorious after many ages as it 

was at first. God is eternal and eternity knows no change.  There will not 

be any decay or diminishing in the God whom we will enjoy.  Read Ps. 

102:25-28. 

 

J.   For exhortation. 

1) Although our sins are in the past with us, they are in the present with God.  

There is no succession in eternity as there is in time.  All things are before 

God at once, so our sins are before Him at once.  Additionally, God’s 

knowledge is before time began and He now knows the future.  Therefore, 

our sins, both past and future must be covered by the perfect Blood of the 

Lamb.  We are in desperate need of our sins to be remitted and separated 

from us.  

Ps. 103:12; “as far as the east if from the west, so far has He removed our 

transgressions from us.”. 

In the new covenant, He adds, “Their sins and their lawless deeds I will 

remember no more.”  (Heb. 10:17) 

2) The consideration of God’s eternity should mortify our pride.  God’s 

excellency should humble us under a sense of our vanity, and His eternity, 

considering the shortness of our duration in contrast. 

a) We should be humbled by our inability to comprehend God’s attribute 

of eternity.  What is infinite and eternal, cannot be comprehended by 

finite and temporal creatures. 

b) We were nothing in eternity past and we would have been nothing in 

eternity future if God had not brought us into being.  We owe all to 

God.  The One who is the “I Am that I Am” brought into being one who 

is “I am not by myself what I am, but by the grace of another.”  God 

knows our frame that we are but dust. 

c) What being we have is but a short duration in regards to our life in this 

world.  Furthermore, we change by the hour. Our lives are as a vapor. 

James 4:14; For what is your life? It is even a vapor that appears for a 

little time and then vanishes away.”   

Since the world began, there has never been a man that lived a day in 

God’s sight; for no man ever lived a thousand years.  This life, 
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according to the duration that God has determined is easily cut off.  

This treasure of life is deposited in a brittle vessel.  Our frailty cannot 

be compared to God’s duration. 

d) The world itself has a short duration and will be rolled up one day by 

God as a scroll.  Likewise, the beauties of this world are transitory and 

perishing. 

3) This tent which is perishing (along with the world) is not fit for an eternal 

soul which was made to have an interest in God’s eternity.  The soul was 

made and given by God for the fruition of an eternal good; without such a 

good it can never be perfected. 

Heb. 12:22, 23; “But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the 

living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, to an innumerable company of 

angels, to the general assembly and church of the firstborn who are 

registered in heaven, to God the Judge of all, to the spirits of just men 

made perfect.” 

4) We should have a sanctified longing for eternity.  The soul that is made fit 

by Christ for eternity must go to eternity to glorify the God who gave it.  

God, “an everlasting portion” is for them that are designed for happiness. 

Ps. 73:25, 26; “Whom have I in heaven but You?  And there is none upon 

earth that I desire besides You.  My flesh and my heart fail; But God is the 

strength of my heart and my portion forever.” 

5) We should often meditate on the eternity of God.  The holiness, power, 

and eternity of God are fundamental truths of God glorifying religion.  

Meditation on God’s eternity will nourish our soul. 

6) Since God is eternal, He is worthy of our lives, total obedience to His 

commands, and joyful service.  Romans chapter 12:1ff. 

 

 


