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Lesson 11: The Wisdom of God 
 

Part 2. God Alone is Wise  
 

Definition:  The wisdom of God is that attribute by which He arranges His purposes and 
His plans, and arranges the means which bring forth the results that He purposes, all 
according to His holy will and for the sake of His infinite glory. 
 
Introduction:  This definition presupposes we believe that God knows all things 
(omniscient) and controls all things (sovereign).  The doctrine of God’s Singularity or 
Simplicity is very important. 

 
A. We begin to understand God’s wisdom as we observe how He works all things 

for His glory while Jesus Christ is the personification of wisdom. 
 
Eph. 1:17; “That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give 
unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him.” 
 

B. God’s wisdom is seen in His creation. 
 

Prov. 3:19; “The Lord by wisdom founded the earth; by understanding He 
established the heavens; by His knowledge the depths were broken up, and 
clouds drop down the dew.” 
 

C. God’s wisdom is a communicable attribute that He gifts and graces to His 
children and, by common grace, to others in the world.  We can and should ask 
for wisdom while diligently seeking after it. 

 
Prov. 4:5-7; “Get wisdom! Get understanding! Do not forget, nor turn away from the 
words of my (wisdom personified) mouth.  Do not forsake her, and she will preserve 
you; Love her, and she will keep you.  Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore get 
wisdom.  And in your getting, get understanding.” 

 
1. Wisdom on the human level is such as God’s wisdom, yet measured and 

fallible. 
2. Wisdom is that rare faculty and quality which enables a man or women to so 

view a situation that they can decide what to do and how to bring about the 
most desirable result. 

3. Many men have knowledge but do not have wisdom.  A man with much 
learning but little wisdom is of little use in society let alone in the church. 

 
D. God’s wisdom is one of three attributes we hold to in times of suffering. The other 

two attributes being His infinite power and love. 
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Our texts: 
 
Rom. 16:27; “… to God, alone wise, be glory through Jesus Christ forever. 
Amen.”   
 
Jude 25; “To God our Savior, who alone is wise, be glory and majesty, dominion 
and power, both now and forever. Amen.” 
 

A. These verses are a celebration of the wisdom of God.  As Paul brings forth the 

gospel in previous verses, the gracious soul returns praise to God and admiration 

of His divine and infinite wisdom.  His attributes of wisdom, power, and goodness 

as found in the person and work of Jesus Christ are the foundation of all the glory 

and praise God receives from His creatures. 

 

B. Only wise.  As Christ says in Matt. 19:17; “None is good but One, that is God.”, 

the apostle Paul says God alone is wise.  As all of His creatures are unclean in 

contrast to His purity, they are fools in contrast to His wisdom.  No creature can 

lay claim to wisdom.    

1. God is so wise that He is wise unto Himself. 

2. All of God’s ways and works are only wise and infinitely so. 

 

C. “be glory through Jesus Christ forever.” 

1. God is only known in and by Christ  

2. He must be only worshipped and celebrated in and through Christ. 

a. In Christ we pray to Him 

b. In Christ we praise Him 

c. All mercies flow from God through Christ so all duties and obedience are 

due to God through Christ so all thanks are to be given to God through 

Christ. 

 

D. The wisdom of God is a communicable attribute.  

1. A man, woman, or child is considered to be wise when their: 

a. Affairs are handled with carefulness 

b. Passions are governed with moderation 

c. Time is spent doing activities in good proportions and there is harmony in 

all of their endeavors. 

 

2. God is the cause of all things and there is none more excellent than Himself, 

the result of everything He does is perfect and excellent in every respect.  

a. Therefore, the end result of the wise person’s efforts and endeavors is 

noble and fitting to godliness.   

b. By contrast, the fool’s life lacks dignity and respect. 
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Prov. 21:29; “A wicked man hardens his face, but as for the upright, he 

establishes (understands) his way.” 

 

3. God always achieves His purposes since His wisdom includes both the power 

and knowledge to accomplish all of His holy will. 

a. A wise person prospers in all that he does.  Psalm 1:3. 

b. By contrast, a foolish person is often haphazard in their direction of life, 

often lacking meaningful purpose. 

 

4. God’s timing is always perfect.  It is impossible for Him to miss an opportunity 

or the proper season.  For example, the incarnation of Christ and every 

circumstance about Christ was timed according to the predictions of God 

down to the smallest detail such as the parting of His garment and the giving 

of gall and vinegar to drink. 

a. A wise person takes advantage of opportunities as God presents them. 

b. By contrast, a foolish person is lazy and a sluggard… full of excuses. 

 

c. God wills and acts according to perfect judgment.  His infinite 

knowledge is the understanding of all things and His perfect wisdom is 

the skillful resolving and acting upon all things.  From His wisdom He 

draws only the holiest and highest conclusion. 

 

Eph. 1:11, 12, “In Him also we have obtained an inheritance, being 

predestined according to the purpose of Him who works all things according 

to the counsel of His will, that we who first trusted in Christ should be to the 

praise of His glory.” 

 

a. Knowledge is an understanding of general rules, and wisdom is drawing 

conclusions from those rules to apply properly in particular instances.  

b. The wise person wills and acts according to and consistent with his 

knowledge of the Law of God.  Therefore, his mind and conscience is in 

harmony with the will of God in his life. Psalm 1:1,2 

c. The foolish are not like the righteous, but like the chaff which the wind 

drives away.  Psalm 1:4 

 

E. There is an essential and a personal wisdom of God.   

1. The essential wisdom is the essence of God.  It was not acquired or 

developed, but rather is God in His simple essence. 
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2. The personal wisdom is the Son of God who opens to us the secrets of God. 

 

1 Cor. 1:24; “But unto them which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ 

the power of God, and the wisdom of God.” 

 

1 Cor. 1:30, 31; “But of Him you are in Christ Jesus, who became for us 
wisdom from God – and righteousness and sanctification and redemption – 
that, as it is written, ‘He who glories, let him glory in the Lord.” 
 

3. Wisdom is the property of God alone. 
a. God is “only wise” necessarily.  As He is necessarily God, so He is 

necessarily wise; for wisdom is inseparable from God.  It is His nature. 
 

b. God is “only wise” originally.  Man acquires wisdom through living 
experiences, but God’s wisdom is the perfection of the Divine nature. 
 
Romans 11:33-36; “Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and 
knowledge of God!  How unsearchable are His judgments and His ways 
past finding out!  For who has known the mind of the Lord?  Or who has 
become His counselor? Or who has first given to Him and it shall be 
repaid to Him?  For of Him and through Him and to Him are all things, to 
whom be glory forever. Amen.” 
 

c. God is “only wise” universally.  Wisdom among men varies in degrees and 

areas of expertise.  Our minds are often in disagreement with our will and 

we struggle with what to do.  With God there is never a contest between 

His will and His mind.  He is one in His resolve and one in all of His works. 

 

Eph. 1:11; “In Him also we have obtained an inheritance, being 

predestined according to the purpose of Him who works all things 

according the counsel of His will.” 

 

d. God is “only wise” perpetually.  Man’s wisdom is acquired and is subject to 

lost, but God is the unchangeable possessor of infinite wisdom. 

 

Prov. 8:22,23; “the Lord possessed me (Wisdom) at the beginning of His 

way, before His works of old. I have been established from everlasting, 

from the beginning, before there was ever an earth.” 

 

c. God is “only wise” incomprehensibly.  The depth of God’s wisdom cannot 

be fathomed and His wisdom is a splendid thing for us to marvel for all 

eternity. 



5 
 

i. There is an unfathomable depth in all His decrees and in all His 

works.  The wisdom of men can be comprehended by others; but 

God’s wisdom is only comprehended by God.  Truly only God can 

comprehend God. 

 

Romans 11:33-36; “Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and 

knowledge of God!  How unsearchable are His judgments and His ways 

past finding out!” 

 

ii. Man cannot comprehend the reason of His works, much less His 

decrees because His wisdom being infinite as well as His power 

can achieve anything He so wills. 

iii. He is not confined to this or that particular mode of working. But 

rather can accomplish His purposes by whatever means He 

chooses, i.e., a talking donkey. 

iv. God is both sovereign and wise.  His sovereignty is more 

understandable to us than comprehending His wisdom although His 

wisdom is greater than what we can imagine. 

v. As He acts both sovereignly and wisely, but wisdom is hidden in the 

secret counsel of His own will which is incomprehensible. 

vi. The causes of things visible lie hidden from us.  For example, we 

can’t comprehend the justice of God’s proceedings in the prosperity 

of the wicked, and afflictions of the godly.  By faith, we comprehend 

that as He is essentially and necessarily wise, He is essentially and 

necessarily good and righteous in all He ordains. 

vii. It is a foolish thing to question that which we cannot comprehend; 

we should adore it instead of dispute against it. 

viii. The reason of man proceeds from the wisdom of God, yet there is 

no comparison between the two.  But, we seek to censure the ways 

of God as if our reason was able to surpass His. 

Romans 9:20; “But indeed, O man, who are you to reply against God? Will 

the thing formed say to him who formed it, “Why have you made me like 

thus?”” 

d. God is “only wise” infallibly.  The wisest of men fall short of the endeavor 

they aim at.  They may continue to strive but will never reach perfection.  

God always achieves the end He desires according to His most holy will.  

He cannot fail at anything He designs and aims at.   

i. None can alter His will or the thing He wishes to accomplish. 
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Prov. 21:30; “There is no wisdom or understanding or counsel against the 

Lord.” 

 

ii. God uses the actions of men and angels, who think they are 

thwarting God’s will, miss their mark and hit His; i.e., Lucifer’s plot, 

by divine wisdom, fulfilled God’s purpose. 

 

Rev. 12:12; “Therefore rejoice, O heavens, and you who dwell in them!  

Woe to the inhabitants of the earth and see! For the devil has come down 

to you, having great wrath, because he knows that he has a short time.” 

iii. God doesn’t have to vary His counsels or plans according to events 

that may seem to be contrary to His foreordained will.  God never 

has to call back His words and purposes.  

 

Isa. 14: 24; “The Lord of hosts has sworn, saying, “Surely, as I have 

thought, so it shall come to pass, and as I have purposed, so it 

shall stand.” Verse 27; “For the Lord of hosts has purposed, and 

who will annul it? His hand is stretched out, and who will turn it 

back?” 

 

F. Application. 

 

James 1:5; “If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all 

liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to him.” 

 

1. A wise person understands deeply his need for wisdom.  And, that wisdom is 

a gift and grace of extreme value that we should pray for. “If any of you lack 

wisdom”. 

 

2. Our prayer should be of faith believing that to whom we are sent is the one 

who has it to give.  “let him ask of God” 

 

3. We should see our need for wisdom as such a great need that a small portion 

will not do.  We have a privilege to pray to God “who gives to all liberally”. 

 

4. Those who come and pray to God will not be ashamed.  “and without 

reproach”. 

 

5. Our prayer should be a believing prayer, “and it will be given to him”. 


